
Saturday, 4th December 1999. 
Jurong Christian Church 

organised a special Christmas 

Party to reach out to the 

community arOlmd us. TIle 


. event was organised by the 
CommlUlity Development 
Committee, chaired by Chan 
Yoke Meng. One of the main 
objectives was to make con tact 
with the community and also to share the Word. 
Some headway was macie in contact but the main 
aim of sharing the Word was dependent on the 
over 100 pes of JESUS VCI). wh ich we gave out. 
Please continue to pray that when the people 
watch this VCD, their heart~ will be open and 
their lives transformed. 

I'. 

Christmas greetings and 
Vol 12199 Blessed New Year 2000 to 

all of you! 

WHAT'S HAPPENED TO 
CHRISTMAS? 

THE BIG QUESTIONS.:. 

What does Christmas 
means to you? In a 

cartoon. a weary mother has been Christmas shopping. She 
rests with her little son on a seat in the middle of a very busy 

department store. He's asking 'what's it all about?' 
;~ ,A questions and she answers: '"No one is quite sure how 

l,'~ Christmas got to be like this, but the theologians are 
...$, ~, working very hard on that question." How about you? 
.~ ,) What do you think? 

Reflecting upon the First Christmas it is good to ponder 
upon three Basic Questions. 

1. WHAT WAS GOD UP TO? 

In the Christmas event 2000 years ago, God 
was reconciling the world to himself (2 
Corinthians 5:19; see also Galatians 4:4, 
Philippians 2:8, John 1:14). God stooped 
(seven steps are there In Philippians 2) to take 
on our humanity. God Inhabited a human body, ."W "-' 

ete and drank and toil~ and sweated among 
us. God was telling us 'matter matters'. 

More than that, the Christ-hymn (Philippians 2:6-11), probably one of the earliest 
hrlstlan songs, teils us what God is like, and how we can be like God. God is a 
Ivant, and comes to us to 5(\rve us. To be great, you don't lord it over others, 

but serve them. Jesus had to tell his disciples that true greatness was not striving 
to '!.JuliO the top' and have power over others. Whoever wants to be great among 
you must be your servant. Whoever wants to be number one must be the slave 
of nil . Jesus said he did not come to be served, but to serve, and give his life for 
othel"> (Matthew 20:2~28). 
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2. WHAT'S THE WORLD UP TO? 

Same as ever: we live in a VIIOrid both lovely and evil. The VIIOrld into which Jesus 
was born was a mixture of economic and cultural growth - and savagery. We too, 
live in a VIIOrid of beauty and terror. Christians are being persecuted, imprtlOned, 
tortured and/or killed in several countries of the VIIOrld today. (Can you "..,. 
them?). It still happens these days - I read an article about how a Filipino worker 
suffered terribly for his faith in Saudi N abia in a recent issue of Reader's Digest. 
His stay almost sounds unbelievable but it happened. These marty,.. Ire 
precious to God; let us not forget them. 

So God comes into our world again and each generation asks questlonl too
'Where are you7 (Genesis 3:9). God Is especially incamated in the Church, 
God's· 'being-redeemed' people. And we are to do in our world what Jesus did In 
his.. . 

Finally... 

3. WHAT AM I UP TO? 

Christmas is not only about something Scriptural, or historical, but God's coming 
Into our world and into our lives is supposed to make a difference. 

Paul talked about God's self-emptying In Philippians 2:1-11, but the point here is 
not simply theological, but rather behavioural. There must have been some 
disharmony in the church: like many churches they had some difficult people. In 
fact, in the earlier verses he hints at three causes of disunity 

(a) Selfish ambition. Paul talks about 'humility' - a concept not highly valued by 
the Greeks. Jesus Christ has made humUity one of the noblest human valuea. 
The cure for dissension is selflessness - counting others better than youraelves, 
forgetting your own interests in favour of others'. 

(b) Personal prestige. The Christian's aim is not self-display, but self-denial. We 
do good deeds, not to glorify ourselves, but to glorify God. 

(c) Lack of concern for others. When over-concern for our own intere.. collides 
with the priorHies of others, they become opponents, enemies, a threat to Ul. .• 

SO Paul is calling upon these people to exercise three virtues - unity, humility, 
and helpfulness.. His coming to us and living among us were marked by humility, 

obedience, self-renunciation So God has exalted Christ in heaven, we should 
praise God in our lives every day. We give Christ a loyalty due to no other person 
in the universe. Our response to all this: 'Love so amazing, so divine, demands 
my soul, my life, my all'; we are 'lost in wonder, love and praise'. We worship, not 
out of fear, but as a response to love. 

And what do we do with all this? 'Love came down at Christmas', so now is a 
good time of the year to share this love with others. Hopefully our response also 
includes sharing God's love with a lost world. Amen. 

r- ........·········..··..····· ..·.. ···········..···..·....·····........................................................... ···.. ··.. ·· .. ·················1 
This, as incredible as it may sound, is a true story. I 

I 

In the early days of the American space program, I 
NASA received reports from the astronauts that i 

their pens would not.write in space. Ball points, I 
fountain pens, even quills, nothing worked! So I 
NASA contacted the people who had supplied the 
pens and made money available for the production 
of a pen which would write in space. 

Eventually, thousands of dollars later, a suitable 
pen was produced, incorporating a small gas filled 
cylinder which propelled the ink out of the pen. It 
worked both in space and underwater. The problem 
was solved, albeit at great expense. 

. Many y~ later, when co-operation with the 

.. Russians was established, it occurred to someone at 

NASA to.ask how the Russians had solved the 

.problem. · ... > . .... . .. ,: 


Thern " ~~lem, they said, we ~.~"L ...• 
..._....__ .._._........._.................................._........_......_.......___J 


'J>Aftr, ~A)'tf" Yu 

END OF DAYS .. The 
latest Arnold Schwarzenegger 
movie is about how miserably the 
Roman Church fails to stop Satan 
at the end of his 1000 years 
bondage and how one man 
(Arnold) manages to stop Satan 
at the last minute before the clock 

Of course to tell you how he 
single-handedly manage to battle 
a more powerful foe and win 
would spoil the fun for you. 
Needless to say, the writers have 
come up with some pseudo
biblical story linking the year 1999 
to 666 when seen upside down. 

The most scary part for me was 
that the whole world was 
celebrating the Millennium event 
completely oblivious of a battle 
going on which could bring on the 
End of Days. This is what the 
Bible says would happen in the 
Last Days. 
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(not just "anybody") to seek out clues of the beast in the number instead of 
merely looking for the number in a name. 

Revelation is not an easy Book to understand. We have to be very careful not to over
interpret the cryptic symbols and fall into the trap of spiritual deception. Consider, for 
example, this "evolution" found on the Internet "World Wide Web ~ WWW ~ VI VI 
VI ~ VI VI VI ~ 666" and decide for yourself whether to give credence to it.© 
While we guard against our imagination running into overdrive mode, we 
should also not be complacent with the unequivocal truths that are revealed to 
us in the Bible: • 

"Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard 
that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have 
come. This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out 
from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had 
belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their 
going showed that none of them belonged to us. But you have 
an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the 
truth. 1 do not write fa you because you do not know the truth, 
but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the 
truth. Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is 
the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist - he denies the Father 
and the Son . .. (1 John 2: 18-22) 

People may say they know who the antichrist is, but they fail to notice that the 
antichrists are actually in their midst. Those who have an anointing from the 
Holy One know the truth. This is the truth that we have in Jesus Christ, the 
revelation of Him and revealed by Him so that we are guarded from errors and 
temptations. 

If anyone does not have the requisite 
means to calculate the number, there is 
no need for apprehension. I have no 
doubt that when the time comes and 
the need arises for one to know the 
beast lurking around, the faithful 
children of God will have the unction 
of the Holy Spirit to guide them. 
Meanwhile, speculations do not serve 
any uscfu J purpose. 

.fohn Lee 

Report by Genevieve Leong 

Jurong Christian Church 

Kids' Church Camp 


The faster I hoped that the day Nov 20th 
would come sooner, the slower the time 
appeared to move. I eagerly looked 
forward to enjoying every bit of the 
children camp activities, which would 
end 3 days later on Nov nnd. 

When the day finally came, my parents 
sent me to ICC where I checked-in and 
collected my name tag, T-shirt and 
sleeping bag. TIle children were told to 
assemble upstairs at the hall for 
orientation . 

After orientation, we had singspiration 
followed by Victory I, a sermon 
delivered by Auntie Cecilia with 
subsequent group discussions led by our 
group leaders. (Victories 2 to 4 were 
similar to Victory 1, but on different 
topics). 

Next, we went for some outdoor 
activities within the church compound. 

TIle most frightening activity for mc was 

sitting on an upside-down T-shaped bar. 
clinging on to dear life with a rope tied 
around my body and pulling me upwards 
from ground level to the 151 floor at the 
other end. My heart was beating very 
fast throughout this activity. TIle other 
activities were equally exciting but less 
frightening . 

After the activIties, we took tums to 
bathe and had dinner. TIle rest of the 
night was spent on more singspiration. 
Victory 2 and a briefing 011 the 
preparation for the skit to be prescnted 
on Prophets ' Nite the next day. 

On Day 2, we had devotion followed by 
breakfast. After that , th e Sunday 
1110ming was spent at Bukit Timah 
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~ "" .. ' ,Forest Reserve. 
(l 

Upon reaching the ",JI ....., ,ilr 

summit of the .', , 
Hill, we had a • 4 

. " ~ worship service. 'h~ #.
Apart from hymns ,':t"I: R t'." r ....and prayers, ,,",",.!. 1 

.';- 4. ,""

Uncle James Sum 
delivered a 
message from God's Word. After the. 
worship service, we descended the Hill 
and had our lunch before returning to 
JCe. 

l 

Report by Jonathan Tan, our best 
camper I 

.1"""'9 CIrrlstltJII CIturdr 
Kkb' Church Camp 

"". " "" 6fJ 
'~o r'jP 

camp was a great 
camp, which I want to give thanks to 
God for. God gave us fine weather for 
the three days of the camp. 

After the orientation and sinspiration, we 
had outdoor activities which were both 
fun and thrilling. The activities enabled 
us to boost our 
confidence. 
However, what I 
loved best was 
the blind man 
activity which 
needed 

"... ,.,-..; 

team, one to be blindfolded and the other 
to guide him/her over some obstacles. 

Before being blindfolded, it 
looked easy to clear the 

. obstacles; but when I was 
blindfolded, I began to realise 
the importance of trust between 
friends.. 

The second day of the camp was 
the most memorable as all the 

kids climbed up Bukit Timah 
Hill. The hike was not only fun 

but also exciting as all of us got 
to meet all kinds of creepy 
crawlies. At one part of the 
nature trail, we had to scale some 
rocks. The climb was 
challenging and after it was over, 
I felt a strong sense of 
achievement. 

The last 
outing of 
the camp 
was a trip 
to Jurong 
Fire 
Station. 
There, 
saw many 

devotion, then breakfast. 
After a short rest, we began 
Victory 4 and Bible games. 

The fire station educational 
tour in the afternoon was 
exciting. We visited the 
Boon Lay Fire Station. The 
firemen demonstrated how 

That afternoon, activities included skit 
preparation, singspiration and Victory 3. 

some 
handicraft. 
Each of us was 
given a coin 
box to paint. [ 
could see that 
some of my 
friends were 
rather creative. 

The Prophets ' Nite followed after 
dinner. My group came in fourth. As 
usual, we had our review and supper 
before going to bed. 

The last day dawned bright and sunny. 
We had our devotion, and then did some 
physical exercises in the carpark. We 
also jogged upstairs, along the corridors 
and down by the other staircase. By the 
time we returned to the carpark, I was 
panting for breath. 

This was followed by more 

they would slide down poles in response 
to emergency calls. We were given a 

ride in a fire engine and shown the 
equjpment inside it. After that, we each 
had a tum to fight an imaginary fire. I 
liked it very much. 

Back to JCe, the day ended with prize 
giving and evaluation. The time seemed 
to arrive too soon for us to pack our bags 
and say goodbye to one another. On the 

way home, [ felt tired but happy. Q 
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·-· 
funny gadgets used to fight fires . 
All of us got a chance to ride in a 
fire engine and some even got a 
taste of fighting fires. This trip to 
the fire station not only taught us 
the danger of fire but also the 
variety of equipment used by 
firemen. 

Praise God indeed for such a 
wonderful camp. I must also 
thank the teachers of K.I.D.S. 
Church for their hard work in 

organising the camp. n 

~ Not for kids alone! 

f . 

.

... Exuberant Audience at Prophets' Nite 

... Small Groups in Discussion ... 

I 
) 

cz.. , " or 

... At the K.I.D.S. Camp, these children responded to the 
call to receive Jesus Christ. Only two of them whose 
parents worship in JCC are from K.I.D.S. Church. 

"""'-.-~-.~ 

~ Cheerful "Casualties" 
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use my puny intellect 
against His. Until one 
day, I received such a 
kick in the butt, that I 

(feslimony by Yeo roan Joo to 
CWbank's Christian fellowship, 
22/11/96) 

I believe many of you here tOda{ are 
believers. But some of you may still be 
searching for the truth. ..of life and 
living: What life is all about or should be 
about? What is the meani~g of your 
daily wakening, going to work, going for 
that beer after work, going home, going 
to sleep, waking up again, going to 
your country club on weekends, 
waking more money, getting that 
position, raising a family, growing up, 
growing old. And knowing thaJ all this 
must one' day end. Perhaps, that's 
why you are here today. 

Some of you already have the answers 
because you had an open mind and at 
some point in your life surrendered 
yourselves to God who in turn blessed 
you by revealing Himself to you. 

Thank God today that you resisted your 
banker's instinct to analyse God, 
creator of the Universe, like a clients 
balance sheet, and instead accepted in 
faith what God's Holy Word, the bible, 
tells us. For God is beyond human 
understanding. Who are we mere men, 
not even a speck in the universe, to 
q~estion God? We do not choose God. 
He chooses us. 

Uke some of you I tried for years to 
analyse God and His teachings, and 

stopped trying to be smart, and 
believed. I had no alternative. 

I hope what I share with you today will 
be of help to those among you with 
questions. To those of you who already 
believe and have received the ' gift of 
life, I pray It will strengthen your faith 
and inspire you to share with others, 
and with missionary zeal, that gift you . 
have received. 

Like some of you, I had - for years 
been wondering what was the meaning 
of life, and this nebulous thing called 
happiness. 

I had found prestige and power in life. I 
had been a leader of men - more than 
2,000 at one stage - head of a large 
department, No.2 man in a newspaper 
organisation, speaker at international 
conferences, had my name and picture 
in newspapers, was entertained by rich 
and powerful men, including top 
bankers. In fact, one banker even 
opened a checking account for me 
without my having to put in one cent, or 
filling in a form. He filled it in for me, 
gave me temporary cheque leaves on 
the spot, and an almost unlimited 00 
line - clean - for me to speculate on the 
stock market. 

As a newspaper editor, I had more 
power than I had realised. Prime 
ministers and even bankers - had time 
for me. 

As a PR practitioner with my ovvn 
consultancy, I have also earned good 
money. In the early 19805, my real take 
home, including the tax-free portion of it, 

was maybe $200,000 in one year. Several 
years ago I had five club memberships, 
which is now six, and had brought my golf 

handicap down to 13. I bought things cash, 
even my one-year old 2-litre Toyota 

Cressida. Of course, my mother was a little 

disappointed that I had not bought a 

Mercedes Benz instead . But who wants to 
take a loan and let the bankers earn all that 
interest! 

In the estimation of todBy's young, aspiring 

executives or young upwardly mobile 
Singaporeans, who are still counting their 
pennies and paying installments on their 

cars and condos, 1 would have been 

described as successful. "I had arrived'" 

I tried almost everything to find pleasure 

and satisfaction. I could be the life of a 
party. I drank heavily, and everyday: I drank 
when I had a good day, I drank when I had a 
bad day. I had other women. I even tried 

smoking potl There are other 
unmentionable things that I did , so I won't 
mention them. But I felt empty. I was not 

truly happy. Or, if I was, that happiness was 
fleeting. Something was missing. 

At the end of each day, each week, and 

each year, I could not resolve one important 

thing: what was all that about? What had I 
achieved that gave my life meaning? I was 
not at peace. There had to be a better 
reason for living, a real meaning for my 
existence, and an explanatiOl I for my 
mortality. And not just some cfever and 
persuasive theories by some swami, 
soothsayer, false prophets - and there are 

many - or philosopher. 

I read essays by the humanists. And as I 
had been brought up in the church fairly 

young, I read the Bible, but would not 

believe it. I even started to read up on 
Buddhism. 

I went to church with my family. But in 

church I would look at the priest and 

wonder: what if that poor misguided feHow 
who had given up all the pleasures of life 
that I was merrily indulging in died only to 
discover that there and eternal life for him? 
What a waste! 

One day something happened to me that 
made me change - from a Godless, hard 
drinking, woman ising, empty person into a 

happy, assured, fulfilled person and firm 

believer in God. Not only just in God but a 
personal God, someone who knovvs 

everything about me, cares for me, and 

guides and guards my every step, every 

moment of the day. 

It gave me not only meaning in life but a 
higher plane in life and living, but a nevv and 

great joy in living. God showed me what is 
life, and that death is nothing - to those for 

whom He has unlocked the secret of life. 
God let me experience death - to 
understand life. He let me die, not once but 

twice. 

In 1989 and 1991,1 had to undergo surgery. 
The first occasion was to remove a tumour 
in my scrotum. While under general 
anaesthesia, I suddenly found myself 
hovering above a group of people huddled 
over the operating table on which my body 
lay. Then I found myself in total darkness. I 
saw a bright patch ahead flying towards me. 
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Then I was sucked into that dark tunnel. At 
that point I lost consciousness. 

It was a scary experience. But I dismissed it 

as a dream - and from watching too much 

TV. The tumour tumed out to be benign. No 
cancer. A bad dream. I thought no more of 
it. 

'" 
Two years later (In November 1991), I had 

chronic sinunitis which turned septic. I was 

using up boxfuls of tissues every day to stop 
the bleeding. Antibiotics did not work. 
Cancer was suspected. The doctor 
recommended surgery and a biopsy. 

While unconscious in the operating theatre, I 
was awakened by voices : I found myself at 

a boozing party, in a dimly lit garden. I 
wanted to leave, but someone saId: 'Come 
on, one for the road.' I heard myself 
protesting that I had to get home to my 

family, but someone kept saying: "Have one 
more for the road." It was like the many 
party situations I had been in. I stayed for 

another drink. 

That became my last 'one for the road'. 

Because I stayed I found myself unable to 
get home to my wife and two daughters. 

Next, I found myself driving home in total 
darkness, but not able to make headway 
and get home. I felt as if I was driving in 

infinite space but there was no sense of 
having a body or a real car. 

Then I found myself at another boozing 
party. I was going through a tormenting 
series of playbacks of my high living life: first 

I was enjoying myself and g ~tting high on 
party, and then something bad would 
happen: I would experience regret but not 
be able to change home. 

LOok outlor the exciting conclusion in the next issue a/The Vine. 

It occurred to me then that I was never 
going to get back. I suddenly realised that I 
was dead. As if to confirm that fact , I heard 
a cold voice. It said: "You are dead." 

Somehow I knew that the voice was the 
devil. 

I realised that I would spend eternity in 

unending and unhappy playbacks of my 
past life of boozing and pleasure seeking. I 

was in hell, and hell was worse than the lake 
of fire. The torture was mental, and eternal. 
It dawned on me then that what the Bible 
had said and what I had been told about 
God, sin and hell were true. God did exist, 
so did the devil and punishment for those 
who refused to believe in God. I asked that 

cold voice: "You mean there is God after 
all?" The voice replied: "Yes." I wanted a 
second chance - to get back to life - but 
could not. I protested: "It's not fair, it's not 

fair." The voice said: "Your value system 

does not apply here." God, I realised, could 
not help me anymore. I was lost -forever. I 
was terrified but powerless to do or change 
anything. It was too late. 

I lapsed into my series of memory 
playbacks. I was conscious of what was 

going on, but impotent. My mind was alive, 
but I had no body, no will or control. Then I 
heard a voice over me saying, "He's dead," I 

felt a pair of hands turning my head from 

side to side. I saw my limp body, and my 
head slumped over the back of a church 
pew, and my wife and two daughters 
standing behind. 

I tried to communicate witil my family, but 
could not . They could not feel my presence. 
I could not get through to them. I was in 
another dimension. 

COINCIDENCE OR ACT OF GOD 

In January 1999, missionary Mr.Staine and his 
two sons were burned to death in Orissa, 

India. Now In November 1999, cyclone hits Orissa, India with an estimated 
death toll of thousands. I am not drawing any conclusions, just pOinting 
out an apparent coincidence. 

Try to finish within 5 minutes 
QUESTIONS: 

1. Is there a 4th of July in England? Yes or no? 
2. How many birthdays does the average man have? 
3. Is it legal for a man in California to marry his widow's 
sister? 

4. How many animals of each sex did Moses bring with him 
on the ark? 

A butcher in the market is 5'10" tall. What does he weigh? 
How many 2-cent starnps are there in a dozen? 

What was the President's name in 1960? e 


ANSWERS: 
1. Yes. It comes right after the 3rd. 
2. One (1). You can only be born once. 
3. No. He must be dead if it is his widow. 
4. None. I didn't know that Moses had an ark. 
5. Meat...that is self-explanatory. 

6. Twelve (12). How many eggs are in a dozen? TWELVE ...it's a dozen. 
7. Bill Clinton. As far as I know, he hasn't changed his name. 

IN THE BEGINNING, GOD CREATED THE EARTH AND RESTED. THEN GOD 
CREATED MAN AND RESTED. THEN GOD CREATED WOMAN, SINCE 
THEN, NEITHER GOD NOR MAN HAS RESTED. 

I MARRIED MISS RIGHT. I JUST DIDN'T KNOW HER FIRST NAME WAS 
ALWAYS. 



Saturday, 4th December 1999. 
Jurong Christian Church 

organised a special Christmas 

Party to reach out to the 

community arOlmd us. TIle 


. event was organised by the 
CommlUlity Development 
Committee, chaired by Chan 
Yoke Meng. One of the main 
objectives was to make con tact 
with the community and also to share the Word. 
Some headway was macie in contact but the main 
aim of sharing the Word was dependent on the 
over 100 pes of JESUS VCI). wh ich we gave out. 
Please continue to pray that when the people 
watch this VCD, their heart~ will be open and 
their lives transformed. 

I'. 

Christmas greetings and 
Vol 12199 Blessed New Year 2000 to 

all of you! 

WHAT'S HAPPENED TO 
CHRISTMAS? 

THE BIG QUESTIONS.:. 

What does Christmas 
means to you? In a 

cartoon. a weary mother has been Christmas shopping. She 
rests with her little son on a seat in the middle of a very busy 

department store. He's asking 'what's it all about?' 
;~ ,A questions and she answers: '"No one is quite sure how 

l,'~ Christmas got to be like this, but the theologians are 
...$, ~, working very hard on that question." How about you? 
.~ ,) What do you think? 

Reflecting upon the First Christmas it is good to ponder 
upon three Basic Questions. 

1. WHAT WAS GOD UP TO? 

In the Christmas event 2000 years ago, God 
was reconciling the world to himself (2 
Corinthians 5:19; see also Galatians 4:4, 
Philippians 2:8, John 1:14). God stooped 
(seven steps are there In Philippians 2) to take 
on our humanity. God Inhabited a human body, ."W "-' 

ete and drank and toil~ and sweated among 
us. God was telling us 'matter matters'. 

More than that, the Christ-hymn (Philippians 2:6-11), probably one of the earliest 
hrlstlan songs, teils us what God is like, and how we can be like God. God is a 
Ivant, and comes to us to 5(\rve us. To be great, you don't lord it over others, 

but serve them. Jesus had to tell his disciples that true greatness was not striving 
to '!.JuliO the top' and have power over others. Whoever wants to be great among 
you must be your servant. Whoever wants to be number one must be the slave 
of nil . Jesus said he did not come to be served, but to serve, and give his life for 
othel"> (Matthew 20:2~28). 

I 




